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Rationale:
The study of English is central to the learning and development of all young Australians. It helps create confident communicators, imaginative thinkers and informed citizens. It is through the study of English that individuals learn to analyse, understand, communicate with and build relationships with others and with the world around them. The study of English helps young people develop the knowledge and skills needed for education, training and the workplace. It helps them become ethical, thoughtful, informed and active members of society. In this light it is clear that the Australian Curriculum: English plays an important part in developing the understanding, attitudes and capabilities of those who will take responsibility for Australia’s future. 

Goals:
The English program aims to develop in students:
1. The skills to learn to listen to, read, view, speak, write, create and reflect on increasingly complex and sophisticated spoken, written and multimodal texts across a growing range of contexts with accuracy, fluency and purpose 
2. The ability to appreciate, enjoy and use the English language in all its variations and develop a sense of its richness and power to evoke feelings, convey information, form ideas, facilitate interaction with others, entertain, persuade and argue 
3. To understand how Standard Australian English works in its spoken and written forms and in combination with non-linguistic forms of communication to create meaning 

4. The ability to speak, listen, read, view and write effectively with confidence, purpose and enjoyment
5. A knowledge of the ways in which language varies according to context, purpose, audience and content, and the capacity to apply this knowledge, especially in writing
6. A broad knowledge of a range of texts eg: (recount, narratives, persuasive) and a capacity to relate this to aspects of the everyday world and personal experiences
7. The capacity to discuss and analyse language critically, utilising high order thinking skills
8. A knowledge of the ways textual interpretation and understanding may vary according to cultural, social and personal differences, and the capacity to develop reasoned arguments about interpretation and meaning
9. An awareness of the power of language and provide a life-long enjoyment of reading, writing, speaking, listening, viewing and communicating.
Achievement Measures:
Combinations of the following will be used as achievement measures of the above goals:

· Evaluating the comprehensiveness of the English program

· Achievements in a range of standardised tests 

· Ongoing teacher evaluation through authentic assessment tasks

· Level of Parental involvement and feedback

· Vocabulary development programs

· Oral literacy development programs

· Presentation of work and learning
· F-2 December Benchmark Reading Assessment data

· June and December reports and student achievement data, based on AusVELS teacher judgements 

· On Demand testing

· NAPLAN student achievement data

· English Online student data 

· Teacher feedback

· Student feedback and engagement

· The capacity of the program to effectively cater for current student needs

Guidelines:
Student learning in English will be based on the AusVELS and the current Australian national curriculum. Together the following three strands focus on developing students’ knowledge, understanding and skills in listening, reading, viewing, speaking and writing. The three strands are:

· Language: knowing about the English language

· Literature: understanding, appreciating, responding to, analysing and creating literature

· Literacy: expanding the repertoire of English usage.

Implementation:
The strategies and philosophies of the Early Years Literacy Program will be implemented in the teaching of English in Foundation – Year 4. Years 5 and 6 will reflect the philosophies of the Middle Years of Schooling. The Tribes program will be used to improve speaking and listening skills across all year levels.

Provision will be made for extension and remediation when indicated. Reading Recovery (predominantly for Year 1) and E.A.L. support are available to those students who require these resources.  Other Literacy Intervention Plan strategies and the use of the ICT program Literacy Planet, will be utilised for all student achievement levels to be scaffolded to constantly improve.
Learning contexts include diverse situations that are planned and spontaneous, using a range of texts and media in print and electronic/digital form, thus extending the students’ understandings of the world, themselves, different beliefs and values. 

At all phases of development the program:

· involves all learners in meaningful reading, writing, viewing, speaking and thinking tasks at their own level of interest and experience

· develops strategies so students can compose, comprehend, interpret, justify and respond to spoken, written, visual and digital texts

· enables students to critically respond to literature through writing, reading, viewing, comparing and discussing

· develops understanding of the distinctive features of literature in, everyday, multimedia, fiction and factual texts

· develops understanding about audience, purpose and form, using spoken, written, graphic, visual and digital texts

Following the Early Years Literacy and Middle Years Literacy program guidelines, the students will be provided with a range of opportunities to work in different groupings such as like-minded peers and mixed abilities.

The Spelling Mastery and/or Sound Waves word study program will be implemented from Years 1 to 4. This program provides opportunities for the students to acquire the phonographic knowledge, letter –sound relationships (phonics), phonological awareness, phonemic awareness and competent spelling strategies for independent spelling. 

Additional assistance programs are designed to support those students identified as “at risk.” These programs will consist of both individual and small group learning opportunities, strategic teacher aide support and literacy intervention plans.
Library resourcing reflects current practice and is used to support English programs.

Resources:
· Tribes Program

· Student voice and student leadership development programs

· Individual, group, class books and materials

· Commercially produced books – interest based and home reading

· Guided reading books

· CARS and STARS reading comprehension program

· Sequential reading schemes

· Newspapers, magazines, etc. in digital and paper form
· Posters

· Vocabulary rich classrooms

· School library

· Other libraries

· Audio Visual and multimodal materials

· Digital cameras

· Computers, laptops and ICT tablets
· THRASS phonics program

· Letterland phonics program

· Yellow, Red, Blue and Green Box Comprehension Kits

· Literacy Task Centres
· Interactive Whiteboards

· Literacy Planet ICT based program

· Fitzroy Reading program and strategies

· Nelson PM Reading benchmark kits

· Parental involvement (eg: Oral reading program)

· Spelling Mastery and Sound Waves programs

· The Big 6 of Literacy and the Big 6 Toolbox of Assessments

· NAPLAN resources

· On Demand testing
· Achievement Standards Assessment: Years 1 to 6, by Stella Tarakson

· Take Home Readers

· Podcasting

· Nelson PM benchmark Writing Exemplars
Program Evaluation:

· Ongoing teacher and team evaluation of program effectiveness
· Continual evaluation of student outcomes and student achievement data
· Ongoing evaluation of student feedback and student engagement

· Major evaluation undertaken every four years (including policy review) to determine the effectiveness of the program

· Parent feedback through the Parent Opinion survey and parent participation in literacy activities 
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