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Acknowledgement of Country

We wish to acknowledge the Bunurong peoples of the Eastern Kulin 
Nation as Traditional Owners and Custodians of this area, and pay 

respect to their Elders past, present and future. We wish to acknowledge 
the Traditional Owners of the land on which we are meeting. We extend 
that respect to First Nation and Torres Strait Islander people here today. 



School Vision 

To be a high performing school with embedded evidence informed best practice, that is 
visible in each classroom

To nurture respectful, positive, informed and caring global citizens

To help develop children who are happy, confident and who love school and learning



         Our School Values

Pride in our actions and striving for personal best

Respect and care for each other and the environment

Creativity to allow us to view and develop new possibilities 

Resilience to accept and adapt to challenges 

Teamwork and learning together
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Importance of School Attendance

Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s education. Students learn new 
things at school every day. Not being at school every day puts students behind.

There are NO safe number of days to be absent from school

A student who is absent one day a week misses the equivalent of 40 days of learning each year.

Each day a student misses puts them behind and can affect their educational outcomes.           

Arriving to school on time is also very important.  A student who is half an hour late each day misses the 
equivalent of 16.6 days of learning each year.
                                                                                       
Parents are required to ensure their child attends school and to provide an explanation for their child's 
absence from school.    
                                           



School Times and Absences 
Students should not be on school grounds before 8.45am as there is no teacher on duty 
supervising students. Supervision starts at 8.45am

▶ Classroom doors open at 8.50am
▶ School and lessons start at 9.00am

If your child is going to be away, you can log this on Compass or ring the office.

If you are planning an extended holiday during the year, please ensure you let your child’s 
teacher and the staff in the office know well in advance. A written and signed note is 
required to officially explain your child’s absence from school and needs to be approved 
by Nerida Burns our Principal.

It is HIGHLY recommended that you book your family holidays during school holidays 
NOT during Term time



You can download the Compass App on iOS and 
Android devices, simply search for  
Compass School Manager in the store. 

Using the app you can:

● View the school news feed

● Receive messages from the school

● Book parent-teacher conferences

● Add Attendance Notes i.e. Medical certificates or absences by 9:30am

● View academic reports (June and December reports)

Communication
Compass is the main form of communication between parents used at the school.

We want to make sure that we keep the lines of communication open between you and the school. 

If for any reason you need to contact us, please contact the office via email at glenhuntly.ps@education.vic.gov.au or by 

phone on 9571 2931.  Alternatively, you can contact your classroom teacher via the email below:

Grace Harrick 
Grace.Harrick@education.vic.gov.au

Camilla Welsh
Camilla.Welsh@education.vic.gov.au

Magenta Pearsall
Magenta Pearsall@education.vic.gov.au

mailto:glenhuntly.ps@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:Ryan.Bowden@education.vic.gov.au


If your child has an Asthma, Allergy or Anaphylaxis plan 
please ensure that it is up to date with your GP and that 
the school has been given a copy of the plan. 

All medications need to be given to the classroom 
teacher.

If a child needs any form of medication during school 
hours. Dosage and frequency must be filled out on the 
Medication form which you can collect from the Office.

Medication



Anaphylaxis

We have students and staff on the West Side with Anaphylaxis.

We strongly discourage students bringing nuts: peanuts, cashews, 
pistachios to school.

Students will be washing their hands before and after food.

Students ARE NOT to share their food with other students.

Birthday treats are welcome, however they need to be individually 
packaged, store bought and will be send home with the child at the 
end of the day. 



Year Level Weekly Timetable
5 hours of Numeracy (1 hour per day)

10 hours of Literacy  (2 hours per day)

1 hours of Inquiry 

30 minutes of library 

1 hour of PE

1 hour of Art and Craft

1 hour of Music 

1 hour of Science (Semester 2)

1 hour of Japanese (Semester 1)

2 hours of Wellbeing / Rights Resilience and Respectful Relationships (RRRR)

5-10 minutes of Community Circles (1-2 times a week) 

45 mins of Assembly (Commence Week 2) 



         Gradual Release Model (GRM)
Our school used the Gradual Release Instructional Model (GRM). 

This structure allows for students to be scaffolded and supported in their learning.

This model starts with explicit instruction from the teacher, then together they complete worked examples 

and finally it provides independent practice for the student with the teacher working with focus groups to 

support or extend. 



Literacy 
Phonological Awareness (PA)
▶ Students will engage in developing their phonemic awareness skills which are precursory for beginning 

readers. In Foundation we implement Heggerty to supplement the teaching of these pre-reading skills. 
▶ Phonemic awareness is auditory and does not involve words in print it includes:

• blending
• segmenting
• deleting / manipulating sounds

▶ Students will develop their ability to identify and generate rime, segment words and orally blend sounds 
together. 

Reading
▶ Students participate in structured literacy sessions that explicitly teach students the Big 6 components of 

reading: Oral Language, Phonological Awareness, Phonics, Vocabulary, Fluency and Comprehension. 

▶ Letter-sounds will be introduced in clusters and gradually taught to students in a systematic way through 
the Little Learners Love Literacy (LLLL) program. 

▶ Students will be read literature and picture storybooks to develop their vocabulary and comprehension 
skills. 



Writing
▶ In Foundation we focus on the development of emergent writer's sentence level skills; their ability to 

understand the componential features of a sentence to support with genre writing. 
▶ Students will develop their letter formation skills throughout the year through explicit instruction sessions 

of the Victorian Cursive Script.
▶ Beginning writers will create short simple texts and be exposed to different fiction and non-fiction writing 

genres. 
▶ At GHPS we use the Six plus 1 Traits of Writing model. This will ensure students are using the relevant 

foci of Voice, Ideas, Presentation, Conventions, Organization, Word Choice, and Sentence Fluency to 
supporting their writing development. 

Speaking and Listening
▶ Students will have the opportunity to share objects important to them and, retell stories and events from 

their life to their classmates. 
▶ Families will need to provide a family photo and students will share and present their news. 

Literacy



Little Learners Love Literacy
Little Learners Love Literacy (LLLL), created by Maureen Pollard, 
is an evidence-based synthetic phonics program that we use at Glen 
Huntly Primary School to explicitly teach students how to read and 
spell in a systematic and sequential way. 
The Seven Stages sequence ensures that children are never asked 
to read something that is too difficult for them or that they have not 
been taught the skills to read yet. Decodable Books are our ‘secret 
ingredient’ for success. They only use the sounds and letters children 
have been explicitly taught allowing them to apply their learning and 
build confidence.
The Little Learners Love Literacy program includes:
▶ Introduction of characters with each letter-sound
▶ Gradual introduction of letter-sounds in a systematic way
▶ Teaching high-frequency and irregular words as Heart Words
▶ Reading materials that contain only sounds that students have 

been taught or know. 
Scan the QR code for more information



Inquiry               
This is another area of the Victorian Curriculum. 

Some areas that Foundation students could focus on include History, Science Geography, 
Civics and Citizenship, Critical and Creative Thinking, Personal and Social Capability, Ethical 
Capability and Intercultural Capability.

A part of our ‘Marvellous Me!’ unit, some essential questions are: 
● What is my identity?

● Who is in my family?

● How am I unique?

● How am I similar/different to others?

● What is my family history?

● Where is my family from?

● How are family stories shared? 



Numeracy / Mathematics at GHPS

•Daily Reviews

•Enabling and Extending Prompts

•Lesson Closure – Check Ins

   

• PowerPoint 
presentations built from 
previously-taught 
content

• Selection of topics from 
previous lessons

• Revising vocabulary

• Short explanations – 
shorter than a normal 
lesson

• Quick Pace

Daily Reviews



Numeracy at home  
Practice with your child daily - Set aside time to practice math for as little as 10 minutes each night. 

This will help reinforce what they’re learning in class and keep foundational concepts front-of-mind as 

teachers introduce them to more advanced concepts in class.

Adopt a positive attitude

Even if you find math tricky, try your best to maintain a positive mindset about it around your child. 

Encourage your child when they get stuck and attempt to work through the problem together until you 

arrive at a solution! 

                 Foundation (Kindergarten or equivalent) (PDF 1.6 mb)                       Years 1–2 (PDF 1.2 mb) 

 

https://www.acara.edu.au/verve/_resources/Information_for_parents_Foundation_year.pdf
https://www.acara.edu.au/verve/_resources/Information_for_parents_years_1_-_2.pdf


Student Wellbeing
Student Welfare is a priority at Glen Huntly Primary School. All classes will dedicate one hour 
to focus on wellbeing and resilience each week. This session will include activities designed 
to promote student resilience, positivity and self-respect. The school is following the 
Department of Education’s Resilience, Rights, Respectful Relationships Program (RRRR). 

In Foundation, we will be focusing on our school values, social skills, growth mindset and 
teaching students how to understand and regulate their emotions using the Zones of 
Regulation Model. 



Specialist Timetable 
Prep students attend specialists throughout their week.

Monday Tuesday

Prep A Japanese: 11.30 - 12.30 PE: 9.00 - 10.00
Music: 10.11.00
Art: 11.30 - 12.30

Prep B Japanese: 12.30 -1.30 Music: 9.00 - 10.00
Art: 10.00-  11.00
Pe: 11.30 - 12.30

Prep C Japanese: 2.30 - 3.30 Art: 9.00 - 10.00
Pe: 10.00 - 11.00
Music: 11.30 - 12.30



Library
Students will attend Library with their classroom teacher once a week. We value this time to 

enable students to link curriculum concepts directly with research strategies. Library time allows 
for students to foster a love of reading, borrow and understand many different text types and 

topics.
Prep A - Monday

Prep B - Thursday
Prep C - Thursday

Students will only be allowed to borrow a new book if they bring their bag and return their book.



PMP
P.M.P. aims to teach students perceptions and understandings of themselves 

through movement and motor experiences. It is very effective in assisting 
students to develop the motor skills of balance, locomotion and eye/hand/foot 
coordination, as well as further skills in concepts, eye tracking, concentration, 

spatial awareness and short term memory.

PMP will run in Terms 1 and 2 on Fridays at 9am on the East Side
Students to be dropped off on the East side at the trees in the morning on 

Fridays for 9am.

We ask for Parent Helpers during these sessions to ensure that the activities 
are run smoothly, you must however have your WWCC.





Parent Helpers
Our policy requires that you MUST have a Working With Childrens 
Check (volunteer or employment). Please submit this to the office. 
Volunteer WWCC are free to get, and you can find the link on our 

school website along with our volunteers' policy.



GPA
Glen Huntly Parents Association

The Parents Association goal is to fundraise for our school to improve the facilities 
and experiences for our children; organise fun, social events that bring our wonderful 
school community together; and to build strong links between our school and the 
wider community.

Ways you can help:
➢ Selling icy poles Friday lunchtime
➢ Working bees 
➢ Helping out with Mother’s or Father’s Day 
➢ Special Lunch Days
➢ Helping at events like the school picnic 
➢ Baking Cakes

GPA Newsletters come out each fortnight
Contact the GPA if you can help!



Assembly
Students will be attending whole-school student assemblies from Week 2. One student from 
each class will be selected every week to receive a Student of the Week (SOTW) award. 
Parents will be notified prior to the assembly via a COMPASS notification and email if their child 
has been selected so that you can celebrate your child’s success at school. 

Parents are encouraged to come to our Assemblies at 2.40pm on a Friday in the Gymnasium.



What is on in Term 1?????

MOI Interviews and Meet the 
Teacher Meetings on Wednesdays 
Weeks 2 to 5

Every Friday from Week 2 at 9am - 
PMP in the Gym on the East Side

24th February - School Photos

25th of February - Welcome Picnic 

3rd March - Preps start full time

9th March - Labor Day Public 
Holiday

10th March - Curriculum Day (no 
students)

21st March - Harmony Day

2nd April - Easter Hat Parade

2nd April - Last Day of Term 1



Any Questions

Thank you for watching!


